
The color of an aurora depends on which gas is excited by the incoming 
particles and where that gas is located in the atmosphere. When a 
particle interacts with either oxygen or nitrogen, the excess energy from 
the interaction results in a burst of light. Oxygen and nitrogen can emit 
green, red, or blue lights. The combination of the different amounts of 
gases can produce purple, pink, and white lights. All together, the 
cascade of energy, location, and interactions produce the wonderful 
colors of the auroras. 
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